SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
proletariat" is based upon the recognition, for the first
time in history, of the class connections between
economics and politics.  This recognition has enabled
mankind, in Russia, to govern its affairs, not in virtue
of a mere philosophy, a mere "ideal," conceived as
somehow independent of the economic relationships of
society, but under the asgis of the recognition of the
inseparable unity of political ideas and economic facts.
Classes cannot be abolished by giving people equal
pay, any more than by persuading them that they are
all brothers and sisters in a spkitual whole of beautiful
tradition.  They can only be abolished by removing
their economic bases, the modes of human relationship
under which various processes of production are
carried on.   Under capitalism,  the  basis of class
conflict is not the mere fact of pecuniary inequality,
but the facts of conflicting interests in the institutional
framework of society. Exploitation means, historically,
the existence of a class of persons possessing control-
ling power over the labour and the purposes of the
mass of the people. Slave and master, serf and lord,
worker and capitalist are divided, historically, into
materially irreconcilable classes, not because masters,
lords and capitalists are rich whilst the rest are poor*
(though an increase in poverty is accompanied by
discontent), but because society is divided into a
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